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t is recognized that the ability to share
relevant information regarding criminal affairs
in a timely manner is increasingly important.
Within St. Louis County, Missouri, there are
91 different municipalities, many of which have their
own police departments and investigative units. This
number of investigative agencies grows dramatically when
the surrounding counties in the St. Louis metropolitan region are taken
into consideration. Criminals often operate across jurisdictional boundaries
and many crimes continue to remain unsolved because of a lack of
communication across those same jurisdictional boundaries.

Following the September 11 tragedy, there was a renewed emphasis in
the St. Louis metropolitan area regarding the sharing of information and
creating a data warehouse. The St. Louis Area Police Chiefs Association
also endorsed the concept of sharing information, so that agencies could
“connect the dots” and see the relationship between sets of information
stored on various systems.

In response the St. Louis County Police Department (SLCPD) began in
August 2002, the in-
house development of
a data warehousing
system. Named
CrimeMATRIX,

it utilized law
enforcement data
maintained on St.
Louis County systems
to find relationships
among persons of
interest. The intent
was to develop a
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