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In going back over 
earlier Hamas 
materials to which 
I've linked in years 
past, I 
rediscovered this 
August 2001 
exchange between an interviewer 
and the late Hamas founder and 
leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin (whose 
image is the background to this 
photo of present Hamas "prime 
minister" Ismail Haniyeh). In the 
interview, Yassin offered a rather 
unique interpretation of the Geneva 
Convention. It seems relevant to the 
present discussion about targeting 
and avoiding civilian casualties, and 
faithfully reflects the Hamas view to 
this day. The relevant segment: 

Question: What is the 
consequence of the 
deaths of Sheikh Jamal 
Mansur and Sheikh 
Jamal Selim (the two 
top Hamas leaders 
killed in Nablus) for 
your organization?  
 
Yassin: Their deaths 
push us towards more 
resistance and increase 
our determination. The 
way the two sheikhs 
were killed was 
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cowardly. They were 
sitting in a media office, 
they were not in a 
military base or 
engaged in a military 
operation. Military 
people know they risk 
dying in battle, but 
civilians should be 
protected by the 
Geneva Convention.  
 
Question: How about 
Israeli civilians, 
shouldn't they be kept 
out of the conflict as 
well?  
 
Yassin: The Geneva 
convention protects 
civilians in occupied 
territories, not civilians 
who are in fact 
occupiers.  
 
Question: Wasn't it 
cowardly to attack 
young people at a Tel 
Aviv disco (a terror 
attack for which Hamas 
has claimed 
responsibility)?  
 
Yassin: They're the 
ones who are criminals. 
They took my house 
and my country. The 
soldier who attacks us, 
the pilot who shells us, 
where do they live? All 
of Israel, Tel Aviv 
included, is occupied 

 

 

●     Hamas holds victory rallies as UN chief 
tours Gaza (AP) 

●     Obama vows responsible end to Iraq 
war (AP) 

●     Israel denies Gaza munitions had 
depleted uranium (AP) 

●     Obama to name Mitchell as Mideast 
envoy: paper (AFP) 

●     Israeli PM says Obama will be 'full 
partner' in Mideast (AFP) 

●     UN chief pays 'heartbreak' visit to 
Gaza as truce holds (AFP) 

●     U.N. chief Ban sees "heartbreaking" 
Gaza damage (Reuters) 

●     Arab leaders remain 'in disarray' on 
Gaza war (AFP) 

●     Obama to discuss Iraq troop 
drawdown on Wednesday (Reuters) 

●     Iraqi VP accuses prime minister of 
power grab (AP) 

●     Obama to tap ex-Sen. Mitchell as 
Mideast envoy: report (Reuters) 

●     Iraq bringing home Saddam yacht from 
France (AP) 

●     Ban 'appalled' by Gaza's damage 

●     Gaza rebuild 'to cost billions' 

●     Wide rifts on show at Arab summit 

●     Bush shoe man 'not after asylum' 

●     Ancient Persians 'gassed Romans' 

●     Yemen tribesmen 'kidnap German' 

●     French Jewish-Muslim Women's Club 
Works to Build Peace 

●     Pouya Dianat Focuses On Advanced 
degree from Drexel University 

●     King Abdullah's Third Way by Tariq 
Alhomayed 

●     Misunderestimating History by 
Shmuel Rosner 

●     The Palestinians Lost the Battle of 
Gaza; But They Won the Battle of 
London by Marty Peretz 

●     An Equal Music by Marty Peretz 

●     President Obama by IraqPundit 

●     The Democrats and Israel by Daniel 
Pipes 

●     Absolute power gets blamed 
absolutely by Spengler 

●     AFP Falsely Ties Victim to White 
Phosphorous by CAMERA 

●     Instant Retribution in the Middle 
East by Daniel Pipes 

●     Israel Scored a Tactical Victory by 
Bret Stephens 

●     The Political Wisdom of the Gaza 
Street by Noah Pollak 

●     Give Bush Credit for Keeping Us 
Safe by Judith Miller 

●     Obama for Sale by Eric Trager 

●     "Pictures of Victory" by Caroline 
Glick 

●     Middle East Profs Ignore Realities of 
Present Gaza Crisis by Michael 
Sharnoff 

Latest Kramer

●     A plan for surrender (to Hamas) 
Here's how Israel might lose. 

●     Sanctioning 'resistance' 
Rolling back Hamas, post-war. 

●     Shrinking Gaza 
Khalidi compresses it. 

●     Haass and Hamas 
Reward terrorism? Him? 

●     Cole spills wine at Cana 
All his errors cut one way. 

●     ABC: Anything But Cole 
The conspiracy against him. 

●     Israel's Gaza strategy 
A stride toward regime change.
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Palestine. So we're not 
actually targeting 
civilians—that would go 
against Islam. The 
crime of occupation is 
not more legitimate in 
Tel Aviv [than it is in the 
West Bank, seized by 
Israel in 1967] because 
it is older. If Israel stole 
my house in Ashkelon 
in 1948, does it mean 
it's OK to have made 
me homeless? Up to 
this day Jews are 
running after Nazis and 
suing countries 
although their losses 
happened a long time 
ago. 

So civilians who are occupiers are 
not protected, and Tel Aviv is 
occupied Palestinian territory. 
Remember this the next time you 
hear someone say that Hamas 
deserves sympathy as a movement 
of "resistance" against "occupation." 
Accurate translation: jihad to drive 
the Jews from "Palestine."  
 
By the way, in that same interview, 
Yassin was asked if he was afraid 
Israel would try to kill him. His 
answer: "Please, they are welcome." 
A couple of years later, they they 
took him up on that. 

 

 
 

●     WFP to Supply Food Aid to Gaza Strip 

●     Pope Benedict Condemns Gaza 
Violence 

●     Hundreds of African Migrants Feared 
Drowned off Yemen 

●     Israeli Troops, Tanks Continue 
Withdrawal From Gaza 

 (requires 
registration)

●     In the Silence, Gazans Take Stock  

●     Slow Steps Toward Normalcy  

●     Iraq's Top Shiite Cleric Urges 
Participation in Upcoming Vote  

●     On First Full Day, Obama Will Dive 
Into Foreign Policy  

●     Gaza War, Crackdown on Dissent in 
Israel Alienate Arab Citizens of Jewish 
State  

 
(requires registration)

●     Tribal Rivalries Persist as Iraqis Seek 
Local Posts 

●     Israel Speeds Withdrawal From Gaza 

●     Many Civilian Targets, but One Core 
Question Among Gazans: Why? 

●     Israeli Arabs Recoil at Attacks on Gaza 
as Allegiance to Their Country Is 
Strained 

●     Iran Says It Jailed 2 Prominent Doctors 

 

 

●     Obama's Options for Gaza 

●     Statement of Broadcasting Board of 
Governors on Reports about Arabic TV 
Broadcasts 

●     How not to close the Gaza tunnels 

●     The National Prayer Service and the 
Wahhabi Lobby 

●     POMED Notes: Local Engagement in 
Afghanistan 

●     Focal Point: Art therapy for jihadists 

●     John Shattuck: “Making ‘Democracy’ a 
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●     Memo from Gulfistan 

●     The Myth of Linkage 

●     In Prague on Democracy 

●     The Fragile Crescent 

●     On Mideast Studies 
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●     Big Ideas for Mideast 
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